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Born in Woodridge, Manitoba, in 1916, Andy De Jarlis comes from a long line of fiddlers on both 
sides of his family. 

His great grandfather was an early settler in the Red River Valley, where the Assinaboine and the Red 
Rivers meet. In those days the settlers acquired their fiddles by trading pelts with the Fur Traders, many of 
whom came from Scotland. Where there are Scots there are bagpipes and the sounds of these instruments 
floating across the Red River were imitated by the settlers on their fiddles. In this way was born the now 
famous Red River Jig and the Red River style of fiddling. 

Steeped in this tradition, it is only natural that Andy's "Caribou Reel", "Moccasin Reel", "Whiskey 
Before Breakfast", "Woodridge Breakdown" and many other tunes should bear the stamp of his forefathers. 

Andy began his fiddle playing when he was fifteen, learning his first reels and jigs from his father 
who is still remembered by old timers in Manitoba. At seventeen he won his first fiddling contest. Since 
then he has captured nineteen trophies in all, including those presented for all the Western Canada Champ¬ 
ionships and the Central America Championship. 

Andy De Jarlis is a name known to every fiddler from the head of the lakes to the west coast. Eastern 
fiddlers have come to know and admire his work more recently through his recordings for Quality Records. 
He has made his home in Winnipeg since 1933 and has been heard regularly over Winnipeg Radio Stations 
ever since. 
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Prairie Schottische 
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